Safe technique for laparoscopic distal pancreatectomy involving a large cystic tumor.
In patients with large tumors, securing sufficient working space to perform laparoscopic resection can be difficult. The purpose of this technical note is to describe a technique for easy performance of laparoscopic distal pancreatectomy involving large cystic pancreatic tumors. Early in surgery, a small incision was made in the abdominal wall directly above the tumor to remove the laparoscopically resected tissues from the abdominal cavity. After the margin of the incision was secured with a wound protector, a double-balloon catheter was used to remove the contents of the tumor under direct observation, without allowing any leakage into the abdominal cavity. The volume of the tumor could, thus, be safely reduced. As a result, laparoscopic distal pancreatectomy was safely performed, even for 17-cm-diameter mucinous cystic neoplasm of the pancreas. A wound protector and a double-balloon catheter are helpful for removing the contents of a cystic tumor. A small abdominal incision for removing the resected tissues can be used during the resection procedure to aspirate the tumor contents, and, as a result, laparoscopic distal pancreatectomy can be performed safely, even for large cystic pancreatic tumors.